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School and Saint Thomas Aquinas 
communities, and I wish them contin-
ued success in the future. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RAYMOND, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, I wish 
to pay tribute to the town of Raymond, 
NH, which is celebrating the 250th an-
niversary of its founding this month. I 
am proud to recognize this historic 
milestone. 

Located in Rockingham County 
along the Lamprey River in southeast 
New Hampshire, the geographic area 
that Raymond now occupies was origi-
nally a parish of Chester called Free-
town by its early settlers who came 
from nearby Exeter. Later, in 1764, the 
town was incorporated by colonial Gov-
ernor Benning Wentworth and was offi-
cially named Raymond. 

Since its incorporation in 1764, the 
population in Raymond has grown to 
approximately 10,000 residents, whose 
dedication to preserving the town’s 
unique character and historical charm 
is a testament to their patriotism and 
pride. Raymond is also a hub for com-
merce with a vibrant downtown. 

Raymond’s town common serves as a 
central gathering place for the commu-
nity and helps makes this town a quin-
tessential New England treasure. Each 
year Raymond’s residents come to-
gether for the annual Christmas parade 
and tree lighting, the Fourth of July 
parade, Veterans Day, and other spe-
cial events. The town is also home to 
several historic sites, including the 
Raymond Congregational Church, 
which was established in 1874, the Dud-
ley-Tucker Library, and the old Ray-
mond Railroad Depot, which now 
houses the Raymond Historical Soci-
ety. 

The theme for Raymond’s 250th anni-
versary celebration is ‘‘My Town, Your 
Town, Our Town.’’ These words reflect 
the deep pride and spirit of citizenship 
that have defined Raymond over the 
course of the past 250 years—and which 
will continue to guide the town’s fu-
ture. Among the many activities 
planned as part of Raymond’s 250th 
celebration is a parade that will bring 
together local residents, community 
organizations, businesses, veterans, 
and students. I am truly honored to be 
joining residents of Raymond for this 
special and historic event. 

On behalf of the people of New Hamp-
shire, I am delighted to congratulate 
the citizens of Raymond on this impor-
tant occasion in the town’s history and 
commend them for their many con-
tributions to our State and their spirit 
of community—which will endure for 
the next 250 years and beyond.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL SIELICKI 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize the exceptional public 
service of my good friend Police Chief 

Michael Sielicki. Mike Sielicki has 
worked as a New Hampshire law en-
forcement officer for more than 26 
years, retiring as the chief of police of 
the Kensington Police Department. 

After serving in the U.S. Army with 
the 82nd Airborne Division from 1979 to 
1983, then as a combat engineer in Ger-
many from 1983 to 1986, Chief Sielicki 
returned to New Hampshire to serve in 
the New Hampshire criminal justice 
system. He first joined the 
Hillsborough County Department of 
Corrections in 1986 and then the Coos 
County Department of Corrections in 
1987. Mike Sielicki began his law en-
forcement career with the Colebrook 
Police Department in 1987 and attended 
the New Hampshire Police Academy in 
1989. Through his hard work and dedi-
cation, he rose through the ranks and 
became the chief of the Colebrook Po-
lice Department in 1993, serving in that 
capacity until 1999, when he accepted 
the chief’s position in Hancock, where 
he worked from 1999 to 2003. In 2003, he 
was appointed the chief of police of the 
Rindge Police Department, where he 
served until accepting the chief’s posi-
tion in Kensington in 2012. 

In a career that has spanned three 
decades, Mike has established a reputa-
tion as a knowledgeable, respected and 
compassionate public safety profes-
sional and engaged community mem-
ber. He established the Colebrook Po-
lice Athletic League in 1994. Chief 
Sielicki became a foster parent and 
subsequently served as the president of 
the New Hampshire Foster Parent As-
sociation from 1999 to 2004. He led the 
Law Enforcement Torch Run for NH 
Special Olympics from 2008 to 2011. 

During my tenure as New Hamp-
shire’s attorney general, it was my 
privilege to work directly with Chief 
Sielicki on many important law en-
forcement initiatives. Mike earned the 
respect and admiration of his peers and 
has been a thoughtful, effective leader 
in efforts to improve the criminal jus-
tice system and public safety in New 
Hampshire. Active in the New Hamp-
shire Association of Chiefs of Police, 
Chief Sielicki rose through the execu-
tive board chairs and served as its 
president from 2013 to 2014, a term he 
just completed. A courageous and re-
spected leader, Mike often spoke out on 
important public policy issues, such as 
opposing the legalization of marijuana, 
and the expansion of gambling. 

As Chief Sielicki celebrates his re-
tirement, I want to commend him on a 
job well done and ask my colleagues to 
join me in wishing him, his wife Kim, 
and their family well in all future en-
deavors.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING COMMAND SER-
GEANT MAJOR HOWARD A. 
MCRAE 

∑ Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, it is my 
pleasure to memorialize a decorated 
veteran from the Alaska community of 
Haines, CSM Howard A. McRae. Born 
in 1929, he wanted to see more of the 

world, so, with his buddy Dave Berry, 
he made his way to Seattle. In that 
short distance, the two young men 
found themselves broke, so they joined 
the U.S. Army, where they received 
training in electronics. That was 1948. 

For Howard it was a turning point. 
Described by a family member as ‘‘a 
little disheveled,’’ the Army changed 
his life. He was now on his way to a 23- 
year military career, including 11 in 
the Green Berets. 

Howard got his wish to see more of 
the world, although perhaps not as 
originally intended. Assignments took 
him to Korea, Japan, Laos, Cambodia, 
Thailand, and Vietnam. He did four 
tours of duty in Korea and three in 
Vietnam. 

Described as courageous and dis-
ciplined, Howard McRae received many 
citations and medals for his bravery, 
his dedication to duty, and his leader-
ship. Among them: an Army Com-
mendation Medal with three Bronze 
Oak Leaf Clusters to include a ‘‘V’’ for 
valor; a Korean Service Medal with 
four Bronze Service Stars; a Vietnam 
Service Medal with three Bronze Serv-
ice Stars, a United Nations Service 
Medal given by the U.N. for participa-
tion in the Korean war; and an Army 
Commendation Medal and Oak Leaf 
Cluster for meritorious service as chief 
instructor of the Advance Training 
Committee and as sergeant major and 
director of instruction at Fort Bragg, 
NC. 

Exemplifying the military’s own re-
spect for Command Sergeant Major 
McRae, he was among the 44 Special 
Services soldiers chosen to stand guard 
over President John F. Kennedy’s body 
as he lay in State in the White House. 
McRae had said that this was his 
proudest moment. 

In his later military career, McRae 
was command sergeant major of the 
Special Forces School and the High Al-
titude Low Opening Military School, 
parachute at Fort Bragg, NC. As the 
highest ranking noncommissioned offi-
cer at the post, he was in charge of 
oversight for those who taught tactical 
training skills. Truly, he was a leader 
among leaders. 

Unfortunately, and likely due to the 
effects of agent orange connected to his 
service in Vietnam, Command Ser-
geant Major McRae was medically re-
tired in 1971. With wife Sarah Eliza-
beth, whom he met at Fort Bragg, he 
returned to Haines. There, he contin-
ued in service but this time through 
the city and borough of Haines, where 
he served in the borough assessor’s of-
fice. In 1976 he and Sarah moved to Ju-
neau, where he served as a budget ana-
lyst for the Alaska Department of Edu-
cation. 

Every inch a soldier, McRae raised 
his blended family of 8 children and 34 
grandchildren to serve. His son Guy 
served in the Army, as did grandsons 
Steven and Joshua. Grandson Thomas 
joined the Marines and, given his 
grandfather’s indomitable spirit, sur-
vived serious injuries in Afghanistan. 
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Sadly, we lost Command Sergeant 

Major McRae in 1987, but given his 
service through the military, his com-
munity, and State, it is only fitting 
that his home community of Haines 
has placed his name in partnership 
with another great Alaskan leader, 
Walter Soboleff, on a veteran’s home. 
The Soboleff-McRae Veterans Village 
and Wellness Center will forever serve 
as a reminder of the exemplary service 
of this man gave to his country. We are 
eternally grateful.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING KRAFT FOODS 
∑ Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, Kraft 
Foods has a long history in Springfield, 
MO, and is observing two anniversaries 
this year. Kraft started production of 
processed cheese in 1939 on the second 
floor of a building on West Mill Street. 
After 15 years, Kraft made the decision 
to expand and build a ‘‘modern new 
plant’’ on property on the outskirts of 
town off Bennett Street east of 
Glenstone. This plant is now home to 
more than 800 employees who enjoy 
good-paying jobs. The 780,000-square- 
foot plant turns out hundreds of mil-
lions of pounds of product annually, in-
cluding Kraft American Singles, Kraft 
Macaroni & Cheese in boxes and 
microwaveable cups, and Kraft natural 
cheeses. The dozens of different prod-
ucts made at Kraft Foods-Springfield 
are distributed throughout the South, 
the Midwest, and the mountain States. 

The current Springfield plant was ex-
panded again in 1976, adding 219,000 
square feet of modernized production 
space for new lines of pasta products; 
shredded cheese joined the product 
mix, and a 100,000-square-foot ware-
house was completed in 2000. Kraft- 
Springfield receives raw products by 
the train car load every day, and a 
fleet of trucks sends the finished prod-
ucts to the marketplace. In 2010, work-
ing with the city of Springfield, bonds 
were issued to allow Kraft to expand, 
which included an $18 million pasta 
press, drying equipment, and a natural 
cheese project. Another $20 million 
funded new technology for Kraft Sin-
gles, and a third project funded im-
provements to the EZ Mac cup line. 

Critical to the success of the Kraft- 
Springfield operation is the offsite 
warehouse in the Springfield Under-
ground. Opened more than 50 years ago 
when below-surface storage was untest-
ed, offsite space today boasts reduced 
energy costs and performance sustain-
ability. At 36 degrees Fahrenheit, the 
Kraft Foods space in the underground 
stores cheeses, Oscar Mayer meats, and 
Jell-O puddings. Kraft officials believe 
that the facility uses about 65 percent 
less electricity than a comparable sur-
face warehouse. It is another part of 
the emphasis Kraft places on its envi-
ronmental stewardship. The Kraft fa-
cility achieved the Ozarks GreenScore 
Green Level in 2013—the highest level 
of environmental achievement—and 
the Ozarks GreenScore Gold Level in 
2011. 

Kraft employees and the company 
also give back to the community 
through product donations, employee 
time and fundraising to support the 
Ozarks Food Harvest, Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Springfield, United Way Day 
of Caring, and Park Board Dairy Days, 
among numerous other organizations. 

I remember touring the plant during 
our Congressional Agriculture Tour in 
2000 and later at the Underground. It 
was a remarkable facility then and is 
even more advanced now. The commit-
ment Kraft Foods has made to Spring-
field is reflected in the commitment 
Springfield has made to Kraft. On this 
60th anniversary of the plant and 
Kraft’s 75th year in Springfield, I hope 
this unique public-private partnership 
survives for many generations to 
come.∑ 

f 

JACKIE ROBINSON WEST LITTLE 
LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 

∑ Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize Chicago’s very own Jackie 
Robinson West Little League team, 
who are the reigning 2014 Little League 
World Series U.S. Champions. Jackie 
Robinson West is the first team from 
Chicago to reach the Little League 
World Series in more than 40 years. 
They have brought immense pride to 
our city, and I commend them on their 
incredible achievement. 

From Chicago’s South Side, the 
Jackie Robinson West team consists of 
13 players aged 11–13 years old. The last 
Little League team from Chicago to 
make it nearly this far was in 1967, and 
we were long overdue for another run 
at the championship. These 13 players 
worked together for countless hours to 
bring their A-game to the field. During 
their season, they outscored their op-
ponents by a score of 212 to 28! Their 
teamwork, dedication to their team-
mates and coaches, and perseverance to 
become champions is nothing short of 
an inspiration to myself and our entire 
country. 

Jackie Robinson West showed us all 
what true dedication, tireless effort 
and teamwork can achieve. They rep-
resented our Nation with great pride 
and sportsmanship on and off the field, 
and I am proud of each and every one 
of these young men for what they have 
achieved and for the sense of pride and 
accomplishment that they have 
brought to our city. They are an inspi-
ration to young men and women across 
Chicago and throughout the Nation. 

I want to personally congratulate DJ 
Butler, Lawrence Noble, Jaheim Ben-
ton, Ed Howard, Cameron Bufford, 
Brandon Green, Darion Radcliff, Mar-
quis Jackson, Joshua Houston, Eddie 
King, Prentiss Luster, Pierce Jones, 
Trey Hondras, their coach Darold But-
ler, director Bill Haley, and assistant 
coaches Jerry Houston and Jason Lit-
tle on their historic win. I am exceed-
ingly proud of their accomplishments 
and wish them best of luck in this up-
coming school year.∑ 

REMEMBERING JOSEPH CALNAN 

∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I 
honor Mayor Joseph Calnan, of Ana-
conda, MT. It is with pride that I rec-
ognize his dedication and service to 
those Montanans who most needed a 
helping hand. 

Joseph Calnan believed in the value 
of hard work. He spent 30 years work-
ing for the Butte Anaconda Pacific 
Railroad. Each night he returned home 
for dinner with his wife and seven chil-
dren before heading out to his second 
job at a local store. The only interrup-
tion in his long career was the 4 years 
he spent working as the mayor of Ana-
conda. 

Mayor ‘‘Joe’’ Calnan took office in 
1963 and immediately began fighting 
for a better Anaconda. He worked to 
beautify Anaconda’s Common, taking 
it from a weedy field to the lush, tree- 
filled park it is today. Joe fought to 
open land for business development at 
a time when one in five Americans was 
living below the poverty line. He knew 
the importance of creating jobs so 
hardworking folks would have a chance 
to provide for their families. His own 
children still remember him saying 
time and again, ‘‘We have plenty of pic-
nic tables in Anaconda. But without 
jobs, there won’t be food to put on 
those tables.’’ 

As he worked on the local level, Joe 
also kept an eye on national politics. 
On August 20 1964, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson signed the Economic Oppor-
tunity Act into law, creating the Job 
Corps. Job Corps allows young people 
from low income families to get the 
training they needed to enter the 
workforce, free of charge. Joe began his 
campaign to bring a Job Corps center 
to Anaconda immediately. 

First, Joe wrote to Sergeant Shriver, 
Special Assistant to the President, to 
request the establishment of a Job 
Corps center at the Forest Creek Pic-
nic Area just west of Anaconda. He re-
ceived an encouraging reply, and trav-
eled to Washington to meet with Sen-
ators Mike Mansfield and Lee Metcalf 
and Representative Arnold Olsen to fi-
nalize his proposal. When the first 
three Job Corps students arrived in An-
aconda in 1966, they got off the bus to 
find Joe waiting there for them in his 
personal car. Through a partnership 
with the Forest Service, the Job Corps 
program thrived at the Anaconda Job 
Corps Civilian Conservation Center. 

The Anaconda Job Corps Civilian 
Conservation Center has graduated 
over 14,000 students since it opened its 
door, over 160 students are currently 
enrolled, and most importantly, 86 per-
cent of enrolled students get jobs. 

On August 20, Job Corps celebrated 
its 50th anniversary. At the Anaconda 
Center, the Forest Service dedicated 
its newly completed dining hall to 
Mayor Calnan in honor of his hard 
work to bring the Job Corps to his 
town. While Joe has passed away, his 
children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren were there to celebrate 
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